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The  presidential  year  that  has  passed  will  always  be 
memorable  for  two  events  which  will  form  landmarks 
in  the  history  of  onr  country — the  conclusion  of 
the  war  in  South  Africa  and  the  Coronation  of 
Their  Majesties  the  King  and  Queen  Alexandra. 
None  of  ns  will  ever  forget  the  effect  that  the  sudden 
announcement  of  the  dangerous  illness  of  His 
Majesty^  two  days  before  that  fixed  for  his  corona- 
tion^ had  on  the  metropolis  and  the  nation^  nor  the 
relief  which  was  felt  as  the  daily  bulletins  reported 
the  King^s  uninterrupted  progress  towards  con- 
valescence, enabling  him  to  bear  the  fatigues  of 
the  Coronation  Service  on  the  9th  of  August,  only 
forty-seven  days  after  the  severe  operation  he  had 
undergone.  The  College,  in  due  course,  addressed  to 
His  Majesty  a loyal  and  congratulatory  address  upon 
his  recovery,  to  which  His  Majesty  sent  through  the 
Home  Secretary  a gracious  reply,  which  was  read  to 
the  College  at  the  comitia  on  October  30th. 

Your  President  attended  the  Coronation  Service  in 
Westminster  Abbey  on  Saturday,  August  9th,  where 
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seats  liad  been  allotted  to  liim  and  the  Presidents  of 
the  other  Royal  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  in  the  nave  of  the  Abbey. 

State  of  the  College. — On  the  1st  of  January  of 
the  present  year  the  number  of  Fellows  on  the  roll 
was  313  ; Members,  461 ; Licentiates,  9273  ; and  of 
the  old  order  of  extra  urhem  Licentiates,  5.  This 
shows  an  increase  of  4 Fellows,  2 Members,  and  401 
Licentiates  as  compared  with  the  numbers  in  1902. 
During  the  presidential  year  8 Fellows,  to  whom  I 
shall  refer  later  on,  and  12  Members  have  been  lost 
by  death,  and  one  Fellow  and  one  Member  have  re- 
signed. One  extra  Licentiate  and,  so  far  as  is 
known,  55  Licentiates  died  during  the  year  1902. 

Fourteen  Members  were  admitted  to  the  Fellowship, 
and  28  Members  and  472  Licentiates  Avere  added  to 
the  roll  of  the  College. 

Royal  Honours. — On  June  26th,  the  day  originally 
fixed  for  the  Coronation,  His  Majesty  the  King  AA^as 
pleased  to  confer  a Baronetcy  on  Sir  Francis  Laking, 
K.C.Y.O.,  M.D.,  Physician  in  Ordinary  to  His 
Majesty  and  a Member  of  the  Colleg'e.  On  the 

same  date  the  King’  was  pleased  to  confer  on  your 
President  the  honour  of  a Knight  Commander  of  the 
Order  of  the  Bath  ; and  at  tlie  same  time  the  honour 
of  being  a Companion  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath  on 
Benjamin  Arthur  Whitelegge,  Chief  Inspector  of 
Factories  and  a Fellow. 

Upon  Sir  Isambard  Owen,  Senior  Deputy  Chan- 
cellor of  the  UniA^'ersity  of  Wales,  the  King’  Avas 
graciously  pleased  to  confer  the  honour  of  Knight- 
hood. Among  the  new  year  honours  of  the  present 
year  Sir  John  Williams,  Bart.,  receiA'ed  from  His 
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Majesty  the  honour  of  being  made  a Knight  Com- 
mander of  the  Royal  Victorian  Order. 

The  University  of  Durham,  on  April  25th,  con- 
ferred on  your  President  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Civil  Law  Honoris  Causa,^^  and  I must  here  acknow- 
ledge the  kindness  with  which  I was  received  by  the 
Warden  of  the  University,  Professors  Sir  Gr.  Philip- 
son  and  Page,  and  other  Members  of  the  University. 

Awards  of  Medals  and  Scholarships. — The  Bisset 
Hawkins  Memorial  Medal  awarded  triennially  by  the 
President  for  work  done  in  advancing  sanitary 
science  and  promoting  public  health  was  awarded  by 
him  to  William  Henry  Power,  F.R.S.,  C.B.,  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  This  was 
the  second  award  of  the  medal  which  has  been  made. 
Mr.  Power  was  present  at  the  Harveian  Oration  on 
St.  Lnke^s  Day,  and  received  the  medal  in  person. 

The  Jenks  Memorial  Scholarship  was  bestowed,  on 
the  nomination  of  the  Presidents  of  the  two  Royal 
Colleges,  on  Mr.  John  Webster,  of  Epsom  College, 
now  a student  at  Owens  College.  The  Charles 
Murchison  Memorial  Scholarship  was  not  awarded, 
no  candidate  in  the  opinion  of  the  College  examiners 
having  sufficiently  distinguished  himself  in  the 
examination  to  entitle  him  to  the  scholarshi]D.  It  is 
very  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  existence  of  this 
scholarship  is  not  more  widely  known  in  the  medical 
schools  of  the  kingdom,  and  that  a keener  competi- 
tion for  it  does  not  exist. 

The  President,  in  conjunction  with  the  President 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  and  the  Director- 
General  of  the  Medical  Service  of  the  Navy,  adjudi- 
cated the  Gilbert  Blane  Medals,  which  are  given 
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every  two  years,  to  Surgeon  Cliristoplier  L.  W.  Bunton, 
R.iSr.,  M.B.,  of  His  Majesty^s  ship  Forte  and  to 
Staff-Surgeon  John  Falconer  Hall,  R.N.,  M.B.,  of  His 
Majesty^s  Naval  Brigade,  North  China. 

The  Ha')  ^veian  Oration  and  Foundation  Lectures. — 
Dr.  Ferrier  delivered  the  Harveian  Oration  on  St. 
Luke^s  Day,  in  which  he  traced  The  Relationship  of 
the  Heart  and  the  Nervous  System  a connection 
unknoAvn  to  Harvey,  with  which  we  have  only  slowly 
become  acquainted  through  the  researches  of  Remak, 
Bidder,  Ludwig,  and,  more  recently  still,  of  Graskell. 

The  Croonian  Lectures,  which  should  have  been 
delivered  in  June,  were  postponed  in  the  hope  that 
Dr.  Washbourn  would  have  recovered  sufficiently  to 
deliver  them  in  November  ; his  illness  unfortunately 
terminated  in  death,  and  as  it  was  found  that  the 
materials  for  the  lectures  were  so  far  advanced  that 
after  slight  revision  from  his  co-worker.  Dr.  J.  W.  H. 
Eyre,  they  wer^  in  a fit  state  for  publication,  the 
Censors^  Board  decided  that  they  should  be  read  to 
the  College,  his  former  friend  and  colleague.  Dr. 
Hale  White,  undertaking  this  duty.  The  usual 
College  Lectures  have  been  given  this  year — the 
Milroy  by  Dr.  Bulstrode,  the  Groulstonian  by  Dr. 
Grrunbaum,  the  Lumleian  by  Dr.  Grlynii. 

AiJi^ointments  of  College  Representatives  on  the 
Governing  Bodies  of  Public  Institutions. — Your 

President  has  been  re-appointed  to  represent  the 
College  on  the  Governing  Body  of  University  College, 
Bristol,  and  Dr.  Theodore  Williams  has  been  re- 
appointed to  a similar  position  on  the  Governing 
Body  of  the  University  of  Birmingham.  Dr.  F.  W. 
Andrewes  has  succeeded  Dr.  Payne  as  a Member  of 
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the  Council  of  the  Jenner  Institute.  Dr.  F.  H.  Champ- 
neys  has  been  appointed  to  represent  the  College  on 
the  Council  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 

Commemorative  Ceremonies. — The  University  of 
Oxford^  recognising  the  antiquity  and  position  of  the 
College,  invited  it  to  send  a representative  to  partici- 
pate in  the  ceremonies  held  to  mark  the  tercentenary 
of  the  foundation  of  the  Bodleian  Library.  Your 
Harveian  Librarian  represented  the  College  on  this 
auspicious  occasion,  and  conveyed  to  the  University 
an  address  of  congratulation  from  the  College,  which 
was  thus  fitly  represented  in  that  remarkable  gather- 
ing of  learned  men  and  corporations  which  were 
present  on  the  interesting  occasion. 

Gifts  to  the  College. — At  the  comitia  on  July  4th 
Lady  Jenner,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the 
late  Sir  William  Jenner,  presented  the  College  with  a 
large  silver  vase,  the  gift  of  the  late  Duke  of  Albany 
to  Sir  William  Jenner  in  remembrance  of  many 
kindnesses.^^  The  thanks  of  the  College  were  accorded 
to  Lady  Jenner  for  her  kindness  in  carrying  out  the 
wishes  of  her  late  husband.  Among  the  many  books 
presented  to  the  College  Library  during  the  year, 
three  require  special  notice  : (1)  a large  paper  copy 
of  Wilkinses  Edition  of  Sir  Thomas  Browne^s  Works, 
the  gift  of  Professor  Osier ; (2)  Albinus^s  Ana- 

tomical Plates,  given  by  Dr.  Whipham;  and  (3)  a 
folio  edition,  dated  1657,  of  the  complete  works  of 
Hippocrates,  presented  by  Dr.  Montgomery.  Mr. 
Wakley,  jun.,  presented  another  proof  in  silver  of 
one  of  Sir  Wm.  Browne^s  medals,  in  addition  to  the 
ones  he  kindly  gave  the  College  in  1901. 

Financial  Position  of  the  College. — I am  able  to 
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congratulate  the  College  on  being*  financially  in  a 
better  position  than  it  has  been  for  some  years. 
Without  troubling  you  with  details  I may  say  that 
the  College  accounts  have  shown  during  the  past 
year  substantial  credit  balances^  and  the  Treasurer 
has  been  enabled  to  completely  pay  off  the  loan 
incurred  some  time  ago  to  our  bankers,  and  has 
commenced  replacing  some  of  the  capital  which  the 
College  has  from  time  to  time  had  to  sell. 

Satisfactory  as  these  results  have  been,  I fear  the 
future  is  not  altogether  without  anxiety,  for  although 
there  has  been  no  falling  off  as  yet  in  the  number  of 
candidates  presenting  themselves  for  the  final  Con- 
joint Examination,  there  has  been  a large  and 
increasing  diminution  in  the  numbers  for  the  First 
and  Second  Examinations.  It  is  difficult  to  say 
whether  this  diminution  is  due  to  less  men  entering 
the  profession,  or  to  a larger  number  of  them  passing 
the  examination  in  the  earlier  subjects  at  other 
examining  boards.  The  improved  state  of  our 

finances  is  therefore  not  so  much  due  to  an  increase 
in  the  amount  of  our  fees  as  to  the  lessening  of 
expenses  at  the  Examination  Hall  and  the  larger 
amounts  received  for  the  portions  of  the  premises 
there  let  to  other  bodies.  The  closing  of  the 
laboratories  has  put  a stop  to  a constant  drain  on  our 
resources ; and  the  letting  of  a portion  of  them, 
together  with  other  rooms,  to  the  Army  Medical 
School  has  been,  and  will  be  still  more,  a source  of 
increased  income  to  the  Colleges ; a portion  also  of 
the  laboratories  not  required  by  the  Army  Medical 
School  has  been  taken  for  the  use  of  the  Cancer 
Research  Fund. 
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Ashlyn’s  Farm. — A new  lease  for  a term  of  ten 
years  has  been  granted  to  the  tenant  of  Ashlyn^s 
Farm  at  the  present  rent,  your  tenant,  Mr.  L.  J. 
Pinch,  undertaking  to  pay  interest  at  the  rate  of 
3 per  cent,  on  the  outlay  incurred  by  the  College 
on  the  repairs  and  reconstruction  of  the  farm  build- 
ings. 

Insurance.- — The  Treasurer  and  Finance  Committee 
at  the  July  comitia  drew  the  attention  of  the  College 
to  the  inadequacy  of  the  amount  for  which  the 
contents  of  the  College  were  insured,  and  the  College 
decided  that  the  sum  should  be  increased  from  £7000 
to  £12,000.  Eyou  then  it  was  felt  that  certain  of  our 
possessions  were  insufficiently  insured,  and  a new 
policy  has  been  taken  out  insuring  the  picture  of  Dr. 
Warren,  by  Gainsborough,  for  £2500;  that  of  Sir 
Richard  Quain,  by  Millais,  for  £1000 ; and  an  especial 
safe  has  been  ordered  for  the  protection  from  fire  of 
certain  books  and  MSS.,  more  especially  The  Siege 
of  Troy,  printed  by  Caxton,  and  a valuable  early 
MS.  of  Chaucer. 

Union  Club.- — Notice  has  been  received  from  the 
Union  Club  of  their  decision  to  raise  the  central 
portion  of  their  premises ; in  order  to  retain  the 
symmetry  of  the  College  and  Club  front  to  Trafalgar 
Square  the  balustrade  at  the  wings  has  to  be  raised 
also.  The  College  left  the  decision  of  this  matter  in 
the  hands  of  the  Finance  Committee,  and  after  con- 
sultation with  our  Architect,  Mr.  Anderson,  arrange- 
ments were  made  by  which  the  Union  Club  undertake 
to  do  the  work  in  a manner  which  would  not  interfere 
with  the  College  building  or  affect  injuriously  its 
appearance. 
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Coronation  Procession. — The  committee  in  whose 
hands  the  arrangements  for  providing  seats  to  view 
the  Coronation  procession  had  been  placed  founds 
with  much  regret^  that  after  pajdng  the  expenses 
incurred  and  returning  their  money  to  the  few 
Members  and  Licentiates  to  whom  seats  had  been 
allotted^  so  small  a balance  remained  for  division 
among  the  Fellows  who  had  paid  for  seats  that  they 
decided  that  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  retain 
the  amount  of  money  left  as  a nucleus  for  a fund  for 
obtaining  a portrait  of  our  Honorary  Fellow,  His 
Majesty  the  King;  and  I think  that  the  time  has 
come  when  further  steps  should  be  taken  to  carry 
out  that  decision. 

The  Cancer  Research  Fund. — At  the  comitia  held 
on  July  4th  the  College  adopted  the  scheme  which 
had  been  drawn  up,  after  much  consideration  and 
many  meetings,  in  conjunction  with  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons  for  administering  the  Fund,  which  had 
been  provided  by  the  public  for  an  investigation  into 
the  causes,  prevention,  and  treatment  of  cancer.  The 
scheme,  besides  stating  the  object  of  the  Fund,  viz. — 

1.  To  provide,  extend,  equip,  and  maintain  labora- 
tories to  be  devoted  to  cancer  research ; 

2.  To  encourage  researches  on  the  subject  of 
cancer  within  the  United  Kingdom  or  in  the  British 
Dominions ; 

3.  To  assist  in  the  development  of  cancer  research 
in  various  hospitals  and  institutions  approved  by  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Fund ; 

4.  And  generally  to  provide  means  for  systematic 
investigation  into  the  causes,  prevention,  and  treat- 
ment of  cancer; 
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also  specifies  how  the  Fund  is  to  be  administered  and 
the  research  carried  out. 

The  sum  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Royal 
Colleges  now  amounts  to  £45^000,  and  is  invested  in 
Trustees^  this  College  being  represented  by  Sir 
Richard  Douglas  Powell. 

The  King  is  Patron  and  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of 
Wales  President  of  the  Fund.  The  Vice-Presidents 
are  Lord  Lister^  Lord  Strathcona^  Sir  Wm.  Broad- 
benL  Sir  Frederick  Bramwell^  Mr.  H.  L.  Bischoffs- 
heim^  and  Mr.  J.  Wernher.  Mr.  Henry  Morris, 
Hon.  Treasurer ; and  Mr.  F.  Gr.  Hallet,  Secretary. 

The  work  of  the  Association  is  carried  on  under 
the  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee,  consisting 
of  Fellows  of  the  Royal  Colleges,  assisted  by  what  is 
termed  the  Consultative  Staff.  In  November  the 
Executive  Committee  appointed  Dr.  Bashford,  a very 
distinguished  Draduate  of  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh, Superintendent  of  the  Research,  and  under 
him,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Consultative  Staff, 
the  work  is  now  being  carried  on.  A Statistical 
Committee  has  been  for  some  time  eno-a^ed  on  an 
investigation  into  the  statistical  portion  of  the  in- 
quiry, and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  study- 
ing by  means  of  experiment  the  communicability 
of  cancer  in  some  of  the  lower  animals. 

Nomenclature  of  Diseases. — The  last  revision  of 
the  Nomenclature  of  Diseases  was  issued  in  1896, 
and  as  experience  has  shown  that  the  work  of 
revision  occupies  a long  time,  the  College  officers 
felt  that  steps  should  be  taken  so  that  the  actual 
work  of  revision  should  commence  this  year.  A 
circular  letter  was  therefore  sent  by  the  President  in 


12 


PRESIDENTIAL  ADDRESS. 


June  to  the  Directors-General  of  the  Medical  Depart- 
ments of  the  Navy  and  Army,  to  the  Superintendent 
of  Statistics  at  the  Office  of  Greneral  Registration, 
and  to  the  Presidents  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur- 
geons in  England,  and  of  the  Royal  Colleges  of  Physi- 
cians in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  to  a selection  of 
Fellows  of  the  two  Royal  Colleges  in  England, 
inviting  them  to  serve  on  a General  Committee  for 
carrying  out  the  revision.  At  the  July  meeting  of 
the  College  those  who  had  accepted  the  invitation  to 
serve  were  duly  nominated  to  form  a first  General 
Committee,  with  power  to  add  to  their  number. 
This  Committee  met  at  the  College  on  November  21st, 
and  determined  to  adopt  a course  similar  to  that 
found  to  work  well  at  the  last  revision.  Dr.  Pye- 
Smith  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
and  Dr.  J.  A.  Ormerod  Secretary  and  Editor.  A Sub- 
committee on  Classification  was  also  a]3pointed,  and 
also  Sub-committees  on  Local  Diseases.  The  first 
meeting  of  the  Classification  Sub-committee  took 
place  on  January  12th,  and  the  work  of  revision  com- 
menced ; this  has  been  steadily  continued  to  the 
present  time. 

The  Committee  of  Management  and  the  General 
Medical  Council. — The  Committee  of  Management 
brought  forward  certain  small  changes  in  our  regula- 
tions for  the  Diploma  of  Public  Health,  which  Avere 
rendered  necessary  by  an  alteration  in  the  regula- 
tions laid  down  for  such  diplomas  by  the  General 
Medical  Council.  These  changes  were  adopted  by 
the  College  at  the  July  comitia. 

It  will  be  within  the  recollection  of  the  College 
that  in  February  of  last  year  the  General  Medical 
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Council  held  a special  session  to  consider  the  report 
of  a committee  of  that  body  On  the  differences 
existing  between  certain  Licensing  Bodies  and  the 
Council. The  outcome  of  the  special  session  was  a 
request  that  the  Royal  Colleges  would  furnish  the 
Council  with  answers  to  a series  of  questions  re- 
garding the  courses  of  studies  in  the  preliminary 
sciences  required  by  the  Royal  Colleges  for  students 
entering’  on  their  medical  education.  The  Gleneral 
Medical  Council,  under  Section  xviii  of  the  Medical 
Act,  had  a perfect  right  to  make  this  request,  and 
under  the  powers  given  them  by  the  same  section 
resolved  to  visit  and  inspect  the  examinations  held 
in  these  subjects. 

The  President  of  the  Gleneral  Medical  Council 
appointed  two  gentlemen.  Dr.  Windle,  Professor  of 
Anatomy  in  the  University  of  Birmingham,  a Member 
of  the  Council,  and  Dr.  Campbell  Brown,  Professor  of 
Chemistry  at  University  College,  Liverpool,  to  in- 
spect and  report  on  the  examination  held  in  July 
last.  These  gentlemen  visited  our  examination  and 
drew  up  a report,  which  will  be  brought  before  the 
Greneral  Medical  Council  at  its  next  session.  In 
accordance  with  the  habitual  practice  of  the  Council, 
the  Report  of  their  Inspectors  was  sent  to  the 
Royal  Colleges  with  the  customary  request  that  the 
bodies  reported  on  would  forward  to  the  Council 
any  observations  or  remarks  thereon  which  they  might 
think  desirable  or  necessary.  By  the  courtesy  of 
the  Council  the  College  was  enabled  to  send  a 
printed  copy  of  the  Reports  of  the  Inspectors  to 
every  Fellow  with  the  summons  for  the  comitia 
held  on  October  30th.  At  the  meeting  of  the  College 
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on  that  date  the  report  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manag’ement  without  any  debate  and 
without  any  instructions.  It  was  not  possible  for 
the  Committee  of  Management  to  present  a report  to 
the  College  in  time  for  it  to  return  an  answer  to  the 
General  Medical  Council  before  its  November  session, 
and  consequently  the  consideration  of  the  Inspectors^ 
Report  had  to  be  postponed  until  the  approaching 
May  session.  The  Report  of  the  Inspectors  is  in 
every  particular  most  satisfactory  to  the  College ; 
they  state  of  the  Biological  Examination,  “ Of  the 
order  and  organisation  of  this  examination  we  cannot 
speak  too  highly ; everything  Avorked  by  the  clock 
and  went  like  clockAvork.’^  We  cannot  conclude 
this  section  of  our  report  Avithout  expressing  onr 
admiration  for  the  manner  in  Avhich  the  examiners 
carried  out  the  difficult  task  of  endeavouring  to 
extract  the  best  that  could  be  got  from  a body  of 
students  well  calculated  to  try  the  patience  of  those 
appointed  to  test  their  knoAvledge.^^  The  standard 
of  the  examination  is  apparently  as  high  as  can  be 
obtained  from  candidates  so  imperfectly  trained. 
The  Inspectors  speak  equally  favourably  of  the 
Examination  in  Chemistry  and  Physics.  We  haA^e 
seen  the  marks,  read  most  of  the  papers,  Avitnessed 
the  oral  examinations,  the  practical  Avork,  the  mark- 
ing of  the  results ; and  we  do  not  think  that  any 
examiners  could  carry  out  the  regulations  Avith  more 
scrupulous  care,  precision,  and  fffirness  than  was 
observed  at  this  examination.^^  Whilst  thus  giAung 
the  Royal  Colleges  the  highest  praise  for  the  manner 
in  Avhich  the  examination  was  conducted,  the  In- 
spectors comment  very  unfavourably  on  the  syllabuses, 
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some  of  tlie  metliods  of  the  examination^  and  the 
standard  of  knowledge  which  it  demanded.  It 
should  he  remembered  that  the  syllabuses  in  use  by 
the  Royal  Colleges  have  been  for  some  years  before 
the  Gleneral  Medical  Council^  and  have  received  their 
tacit  approval,  for  it  was  open  to  the  Council  to 
point  out  any  insufficiencies  in  them  which  in  its 
opinion  existed. 

The  remarks  and  observations  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Management  on  the  Inspectors^  Report 
came  before  the  College  at  its  meeting  on  January 
29th,  and  led  to  a prolonged  discussion,  which  was 
adjourned  to  a special  comitia  on  February  19th,  when 
the  remarks  of  the  Committee  of  Management  were 
not  adopted  by  the  College,  and  the  following 
resolution,  proposed  by  Dr.  Starling  and  seconded  by 
Sir  Isambard  Owen,  was  carried  : — While  greatly 
appreciating  the  care  with  which  the  Committee  of 
Management  has  examined  the  Report  of  the  Visitors 
of  the  Greneral  Medical  Council,  and  the  value  of  its 
comments  thereon,  the  College  deems  it  inexpedient 
to  adopt  any  detailed  comments  at  the  present  time, 
and  would  prefer  that  the  Greneral  Medical  Council 
should  be  informed  that  the  criticisms  and  suggestions 
of  the  Visitors  are  under  the  consideration  of  the 
College,  and  will  be  taken  into  account  when  the 
Regulations  of  the  First  Examination  next  come 
before  the  College  for  revision.  The  College  therefore 
begs  to  refer  the  matter  again  to  the  Committee  of 
Management,  with  power  to  act  within  the  terms  and 
limits  of  this  resolution.^^  It  is  not  for  me  to  express 
an  opinion  how  far  the  College  was  right  or  wrong  in 
not  approving  the  remarks  and  observations  of  the 
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Committee  of  Manao-ement.  The  eifect  of  so  doino- 

o o 

appears  to  me  that  the  College  withholds  from  the 
General  Medical  Council  information  which  might 
greatly  assist  it  in  considering  what  steps  can  be 
taken  for  improving  the  education  of  students  of 
medicine  in  the  subjects  of  the  first  examination. 
The  General  Medical  Council  has  no  special  know- 
ledge of  the  subject ; its  Inspectors  admit  that  in 
judging  of  the  standard  of  knowledge  which  should 
be  required  they  had  no  experience  to  guide  them ; 
they  contrasted  the  examination  with  an  ideal  one 
they  formulated  for  themselves^  and  their  conclusions 
are  not  in  harmony  with  the  opinion  of  our  examiners, 
who  have  had  large  experience  both  in  teaching  these 
subjects  and  in  examining  in  them  at  the  principal 
examining  boards  in  the  country.  Practically  it  does 
not  appear  to  matter,  as  the  Council  will  receive  the 
remarks  of  the  Committee  of  Management,  which  will 
be  communicated  to  it  by  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons ; but,  as  I have  stated,  this  College  has  not 
pfiven  assistance  to  the  Council,  who  will  have  to 
consider  both  the  Report  of  their  Inspectors  and  the 
conditions  under  which  the  examination  is  held. 

The  Committee  of  Management,  in  the  report  which 
comes  before  us  to-day,  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  not 
within  its  powers  to  act  upon  the  resolution  passed  on 
February  19th,  and  it  is  for  the  College  to  decide  how 
it  will  communicate  with  the  General  Medical  Council. 

One  other  question  of  great  importance  came  before 
the  Royal  Colleges  during  the  past  year  in  connection 
with  the  University  of  London,  which  may  possibly 
bring  them  again  under  the  notice  of  the  General 
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Medical  Council.  Upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  of  Management  to  whom  the  subject  had 
been  referred^  both  the  Royal  Colleges  have  decided 
to  accept  the  Matriculation  Examination  of  the  Uni- 
versity as  a sufficient  examination  in  general  educa- 
tion, qualifying  those  who  have  passed  to  enter  on  the 
medical  curriculum.  Ureatly  as  many  of  us  may 
regret  that  Latin  should  no  longer  be  a compulsory 
portion  of  the  preliminary  education  of  medical 
students,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  Latin  no  longer 
holds  the  same  position  in  a liberal  education  that  it 
did  formerly,  when  mathematics  and  classics  were 
almost  the  only  subjects  taught  in  preliminary  edu- 
cation. 

The  number  of  subjects  now  required  from  students 
of  medicine  is  so  great  that  unless  the  preliminary 
sciences  have  been  studied  to  a certain  extent  before 
a young  man  enters  on  his  medical  course,  the  five 
years  of  which  it  consists  does  not  afford  the  average 
man  time  to  acquire  an  acquaintance  with  the  sciences 
connected  with  medicine,  and  also  a thorough  know- 
ledge of  the  more  strictly  medical  subjects.  In  every 
department  of  medicine  a higher  standard  of  knoAv- 
ledge  is  demanded,  and  it  is  essential  that  the  student 
should  ha\m  attended  towards  the  close  of  his 
studenffs  career,  i.  e.  in  the  fifth  year,  courses  of 
instruction  and  demonstrations  in  the  special  depart- 
ments which  the  advance  in  our  knowledge  of  disease 
has  now  rendered  necessary  for  the  proper  prepara- 
tion of  the  student  for  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  thank  the  College  for  the 
kindness  and  consideration  with  Avhich  it  has  treated 
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me  during  my  year  of  office,  and  tlie  Council  and 
Censors^  Board  and  otlier  officers  for  tlie  assistance  I 
have  always  received  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  the 
College ; and  more  especially  are  my  thanks  due  to 
the  Registrar  for  the  invaluable  advice  and  constant 
help  that  he  is  ever  at  hand  to  give. 

It  now  only  remains  for  me  before  leaving  the 
Chair  to  read,  if  the  College  wishes  it,  the  brief 
obituary  notices  I have  put  together  of  those  of  our 
Fellows  whom  we  have  lost  from  among’  us  during 
the  past  year. 


Dr.  Edward  Long  Fox. 

Edward  Long  Fox  was  the  eldest  son  of  Dr. 
Francis  Ker  Fox,  of  Brislington,  near  Bristol,  where 
he  was  born  in  1832.  He  received  an  excellent 
education  at  Shrewsbury  School,  under  Dr.  Kennedy, 
and  went  from  thence  to  Balliol  College,  Oxford, 
where  he  graduated  in  1854,  taking  a first  class 
in  the  then  newly  established  School  of  Katural 
Science.  He  there  formed  his  friendship  with  Sir 
Henry  Acland,  and,  having  chosen  medicine  as  his 
profession,  came  to  London  and  studied  chemistry 
under  Dr.  Hoffmann,  entering  at  the  same  time  as  a 
medical  student  at  St.  George^s  Hospital.  He  was 
one  of  Dr.  Bence  Joneses  clinical  clerks,  and  also 
attended  the  practice  of  the  Brompton  Hospital  and 
the  ChildreiFs  Hospital  in  Great  Ormond  Street. 
Graduating  in  medicine  at  Oxford  in  1857,  he  became 
a Member  of  our  College  in  1859,  and  took  his 
doctoFs  degree  in  1861.  About  the  period  when  he 
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joined  our  College  lie  started  in  practice  at  Bristol, 
where  he  was  elected  Physician  to  the  Bristol  Royal 
Infirmary^  and  shortly  afterwards  Lecturer  on  Medi- 
cine and  Practical  Pathology  at  the  Bristol  Medical 
School. 

During  this  period  of  his  life  he  was  the  author 
of  numerous  papers  in  the  medical  journals,  and  a 
contributor  to  QuaiiPs  Dictionary  of  Medicine  and 
the  Dictionary  of  Psychological  Medicine ; but  his 
principal  medical  publication  was  a treatise  on 
The  Pathological  Anatomy  of  the  Nervous  System, 
published  in  1874.  He  became  a Fellow  of  the 
College  in  1870,  and  served  on  the  Council  in  1888. 
He  delivered  in  1882  the  second  Bradshaw  Lecture, 
choosing  for  his  subject  The  Influence  of  the  Sym- 
pathetic System  on  Diseases.^^ 

In  Bristol  Dr.  Long  Fox  took  a prominent  part  in 
both  the  social  and  medical  life  of  the  city.  He 
filled  the  office  of  President  of  the  Bristol  Medico- 
Chirurgical  Society  and  that  of  the  Bath  and  Bristol 
branch  of  the  British  Medical  Association,  and  in 
1894,  when  the  Association  held  its  annual  meeting 
in  Bristol,  Dr.  Long  Fox  was  naturally  elected  its 
President. 

Throughout  life  Dr.  Long*  Fox  had  ever  in  his 
mind  the  welfare  of  the  public  as  well  as  his  own 
profession ; his  ideal  of  a medical  man^s  duty  was  a 
high  one,  and  he  spared  neither  time  nor  means  in 
carrying  out  his  ideal.  In  1894  he  undertook  the 
post  of  President  of  the  National  Temperance  League, 
a cause  in  which  he  had  all  his  life  long  been 
interested ; and  he  took,  when  in  failing  health,  an 
active  part  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  in  the  for- 
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mation  of  the  Gloucester,  Somerset,  and  Wilts 
branch  of  the  National  Association  for  the  Preven- 
tion of  Tuberculosis. 

I had  not  the  good  fortune  to  have  more  than  a 
very  slight  acquaintance  with  him ; but  no  one  could 
meet  him  without  recognising  in  him  the  cultivated, 
high-minded,  and  courtly  gentleman  who  represented 
the  very  best  type  of  our  profession. 

Dr.  Long  Fox  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Bradley, 
sister  of  the  Dean  of  Westminster,  who,  together 
with  one  son,  Mr.  Ernest  Long  Fox,  assistant  master 
at  Westminster  School,  survives  him.  His  death 
occurred  at  4,  Clifton  Park,  Clifton,  on  Friday, 
March  28th. 


Dr.  William  Miller  Ord. 

William  Miller  Ord  was  the  eldest  son  of  Mr. 
George  Ord,  F.R.C.S.Eng.,  who  carried  on  an  ex- 
tensive practice  at  Streatham.  He  was  born  on 
September  23rd,  1834,  and  received  his  school  educa- 
tion at  King^s  College,  where  he  made  more  than 
average  progress  in  acquiring  classical  knowledge. 

Entering  at  the  London  University  and  as  a 
student  at  St.  Thomases  Hospital,  he  obtained  his 
M.B.  degree  in  1857,  taking  honours  in  the  Univer- 
sity, and  gained  many  prizes  in  the  Medical  School 
of  the  Hospital.  After  qualifying  he  served  the 
office  of  House  Surgeon  and  Surgical  Begistrar  at 
St.  Thomas’s.  He  resigned  the  latter  appointment  to 
assist  his  father  in  his  practice  in  the  suburbs,  and 
was  not  elected  Assistant  Physician  to  the  Hospital 
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until  1871,  when  it  left  its  temporary  quarters  in  the 
Surrey  Glardens  for  its  present  buildings.  During  the 
latter  portion  of  this  time  he  had  been  connected  with 
the  Medical  School,  holding  the  post  of  Lecturer  on 
Zoology. 

Dr.  Ord  passed  his  Membership  Examination  for  our 
College  in  1869,  and  obtained  the  Fellowship  in  1875. 
He  served  the  College  as  Examiner  in  1879-80,  Avas 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Management  of  the 
Conjoint  Board  and  Censor  in  1897-98 ; in  the  latter 
year  he  filled  the  office  of  Bradshaw  Lecturer,  when 
he  chose  for  his  subject  Myxoedema  and  its  allied 
conditions.^^  Dr.  Ord  also  acted  as  the  Secretary  for 
the  second  edition  of  the  Nomenclature  of  Diseases,  and 
the  value  of  his  services  to  the  College  Avere  recog- 
nised and  acknowledged  by  all  his  colleagues. 

As  Dean  of  St.  Thomases  Hospital  Medical  School 
Dr.  Ord  had  the  satisfaction  of  raising  it,  after  having* 
suffered  from  its  removal  from  St.  Thomases  Street,  to 
the  high  position  it  has  now  held  for  many  years ; he 
filled  himself  the  office  of  Lecturer  on  Physiology,  and 
upon  Dr.  MurchisoiFs  death  became,  conjointly  Avith 
Dr.  BristoAve,  Lecturer  on  Medicine.  He  had  become 
full  Physician  in  1877.  As  a teacher  of  medicine  both 
in  the  lecture  room  and  at  the  bedside  he  Avas 
remarkably  successful  in  interesting*  his  pupils  and 
attracting  their  attention,  and  his  reputation  as  a 
clinical  teacher  was  inferior  to  none  in  the  medical 
schools  of  the  metropolis. 

Amidst  all  these  duties,  and  an  increasing*  and, 
latterly,  large  prHate  practice,  Ord  found  time  to 
carry  on  original  work  ; his  researches  on  the  inffu- 
ence  of  colloids  upon  crystalline  forms  and  cohesion. 
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published  in  1879^  altliougli  based  to  a certain  extent 
on  Professor  Rainey^s  work,  threw  much  light  on  the 
varying  forms  of  oxalic  acid  and  its  salts  in  the  urine. 

His  researches  into  cretinism,  and  myxoedema  and 
its  treatment,  not  only  increased  our  knowledge  of 
those  strange  conditions,  but  threw  light  upon,  and 
may  be  almost  said  to  have  originated,  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  internal  secretion  of  organs.  Besides  the 
books  I have  mentioned  Ord  wrote  On  Some  D is- 
orders  of  Nutrition  related  ivith  Affections  of  the 
Nervous  System,  1885,  a really  valuable  contribution 
at  the  time  it  was  published ; also  numerous  papers  in 
St.  Thomas’s  Hosjiital  Reports ; and  he  edited  the 
collected  works  of  the  late  Dr.  Sibson. 

Dr.  Ord  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  which  drew 
up  the  Report  cm  the  Climates  and  Baths  of  Great 
Britain,  of  which  the  first  volume  was  published  in 
1895,  the  second  in  1902,  and  took  a very  active  part 
in  preparing  the  work  for  the  press,  writing  the  intro- 
ductory chapter,  and,  in  connection  with  Dr.  Garrod, 
the  account  of  the  Climates  and  Waters  of  Bath  and 
Buxton.^^ 

Besides  his  medical  knowledge  and  acquirements 
Dr.  Ord  was  a remarkably  well-informed  man ; he 
took  a lively  interest  in  all  kinds  of  natural  history, 
especially  botany  and  geology,  sciences  which  had 
attracted  him  from  his  student  days. 

Failing  health  led  to  his  retirement  from  London 
and  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  some  three 
years  ago,  when  he  removed  to  the  country,  settling 
himself  in  the  village  of  Hurstbourne  Tarrant,  near 
Andover.  But  rest  and  seclusion  did  not  bring  the 
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benefits  liO|3ed  for ; he  somewhat  rapidly  lost  strength^ 
and  died  at  his  son^s  house  at  Salisbury  on  the  14th 
of  May^  and  was  buried  there  in  the  London  Load 
Cemetery. 

Dr.  Ord  was  twice  married^  first  to  Julia,  daughter 
of  Joseph  Eainbow,  Esq.,  of  Norwood,  and  secondly 
to  Jane,  daughter  of  Sir  James  Youl,  K.C.M.Gr.,  of 
Clapham  Park.  His  second  wife  survives  his  death, 
and  he  leaves  one  son.  Dr.  Ord,  of  Salisbury,  and  four 
daughters. 

Dr.  John  Wichenpord  Washbourn. 

Dr.  Washbourn  belonged  to  a very  old  West  of 
England  family,  tracing  his  descent  through  the 
Washbourns  of  Washborne  and  Wichenford  to  the 
family  of  that  name  resident  in  Worcestershire  in  the 
fourteenth  century. 

He  was  born  at  Glloucester  in  1863,  being  the  son 
of  Lieut. -Col.  William  Washbourn,  who  had  married  a 
Miss  Kendall,  of  that  city.  Washbourn  received  his 
school  education  in  Exeter  at  the  King^s  College 
School.  Entering  as  a preliminary  science  student 
at  Cuy's  Hospital  in  1880,  he  carried  off  all  the 
prizes  open  to  him ; so  uninterrupted  was  his  success 
that  his  fellow-students  playfully  suggested  that  he 
ought  to  be  handicapped.  He  was  equally  successful 
at  the  London  University,  securing  the  Exhibition 
and  Cold  Medal  in  Chemistry  at  the  First  M.B. 
Examination  in  1883,  the  University  Scholarship  and 
Medal  in  Medicine  and  the  Cold  Medal  in  Forensic 
Medicine  at  the  M.B.  Examination  in  1886,  and 
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lioiiours  in  the  B.S.  Examination  the  same  yeai% 
graduating-  as  M.D.  the  following  year  and  qualifying 
for  the  Gold  Medal^ — his  hospital  and  university 
career  thus  exhibiting  a strange  similarity  to  that  of 
his  cousin,  Dr.  Thomas  Washbourn,  a most  dis- 
tinguished student  at  Guy^s  Hospital,  who  obtained, 
in  1850,  honours  at  the  London  University  in  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology,  and  the  Gold  Medal  in 
Chemistry,  and  in  his  M.B.  degree  g-ained  medals  in 
Medicine,  Physiology,  and  Comparative  Anatomy. 

Having-  taken  the  Fellowship  of  the  R.C.S.  of 
England  in  1888,  he  took  our  Membership  in  1889 
and  became  a Fellow  in  1894,  and  acted  as  Exarniner 
from  1896  to  1899.  The  brilliancy  of  his  career  as  a 
student  led  to  his  very  early  election  on  the  Teaching- 
Staff  of  the  Medical  School  of  his  Hospital ; in  1888 
he  was  appointed  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  and  two 
years  later  was  placed  on  the  Medical  Staff  as 
Assistant  Physician — promotion  has  of  late  3mars  been 
rapid  on  the  medical  side  of  the  hospital, — and  in 
1897  became  full  Physician.  He  had  in  the  mean- 
time been  joint  Lecturer  on  Ph}"siology  and  Lecturer 
on  Bacteriology.  It  was  in  connection  with  this  last 
subject  that  Washbourn  was  best  known  to  the 
medical  public.  His  acquaintance  with  the  bacterio- 
logical work  of  Germany,  having  Avorked  first  with 
Professor  Amn  Baumgarten,  at  Konigsberg,  and  sub- 
sequently Avith  Professor  Gruber,  of  Vienna,  placed 
him  among  the  foremost  of  our  bacteriologists,  and 
he  especially  devoted  himself  to  the  study  of  the 
diplococci  connected  with  pneumonia.  He  Avas  the 
first  to  obtain  an  antipneumococcic  serum.  In  this 
direction  his  Avork,  important  as  it  Avas  from  a 
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scientific  point  of  view^  lias  as  yet  borne  bnt  little 
practical  result.  Dr.  Washbourn^s  name  came 
prominently  before  tbe  public  in  connection  witli  tlie 
Maidstone  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  in  1897,  when  his 
services  were  enlisted  to  discover  the  possible  sources 
of  contamination  of  the  water-supply,  and  it  was  not 
long*  before  he  demonstrated  the  presence  of  the 
Bacterium  coli  and  the  typhoid  hacilhis  in  the  Tut- 
sham-in-Field  supply — a view  which  was  at  first 
strongly  opposed,  but  met  with  general  acceptance 
as  Washbourn  produced  the  evidence  on  which  he 
relied. 

In  February,  1900,  he  accepted  the  post  of  Con- 
sulting Physician  to  the  Imperial  Yeomanry  Hospital, 
and  proceeded  to  South  Africa ; and  I had  the 
pleasure  of  being  welcomed  by  him  and  taken  round 
the  hospital  when  the  Royal  Commission  visited 
Deelf ontein.  He  subsequently  was  appointed  Con- 
sulting Physician  to  the  Forces  in  South  Africa,  and 
returned  to  England  in  1901.  For  his  services  to  the 
country  in  these  positions  he  received  the  honour  of 
being  made  a C.M.G. 

No  one  could  be  brought  into  contact  with  Wash- 
bourn  without  speedily  recognising*  his  great  acquire- 
ments, his  scientific  enthusiasm,  and  the  charm  of 
his  personal  character.  I first  became  acquainted 
with  him  when  we  were  serving  together  on  the 
Committee  of  the  Clinical  Society  appointed  to  draw 
up  a report  on  the  antitoxin  of  diphtheria.  Bringing 
to  that  Committee  all  the  knowledge  and  experience 
he  had  g*ained  when  working  in  conjunction  with 
Drs.  Groodall  and  Card  on  the  series  of  cases  of  diph- 
theria treated  by  antitoxin  to  be  found  in  vol.  xxviii 
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of  the  Clinical  Society's  Transactions,  it  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that  his  advice  was  of  the  very  highest 
value  in  conducting*  the  work  done  by  the  Committee. 
Together  with  Dr.  Goodall  he  published  the  Avell- 
known  Manual  of  Infectious  Diseases,  and  he  was  the 
author  of  nnmerons  papers  in  the  Guy’s  Hosjrital 
Re'ports  and  in  the  Gazette  ; he  wrote  also^  in  con- 
junction with  Dr.  Gr.  Bellingham  Smith,  on  Infective 
Sarcomata  in  Dogs,  and  with  Dr.  0.  Richards  on 
Dysentery , and  was  the  author  of  numerous  papers 
in  the  various  medical  journals. 

Dr.  Washbourn  married  in  1893  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  William  F.  Card,  of  Dreenwich,  and  had  the 
misfortune  of  losing  his  wife  a year  later  ; his  orphan 
daughter  survives  him.  By  Washbourids  untimely 
death  this  College  and  the  profession  has  lost  one 
vdio  had  already  done  much  for  the  promotion  of  the 
study  of  disease  on  its  present  lines  ; we  confidently 
looked  to  him  for  much  more  ; endowed  with  unusual 
intellectual  ffifts,  he  not  onlv  was  an  enthusiastic  and 
careful  worker  himself,  but  had  the  faculty  of  attract- 
ing younger  men  and  imbuing  them  with  some  of  his 
own  zeal  for  scientific  work,  whilst  at  the  same  time 
he  set  them  an  example  of  modesty  and  self-efface- 
ment ; he  laboured  for  the  sake  of  science  and  truth, 
and  not  with  any  self-seeking  object. 

During  his  service  in  South  Africa  he  suffered  from 
a slight  attack  of  thrombosis  of  the  veins  of  one  leg, 
and  never  appeared  after  his  return  to  enjoy  his 
former  good  health.  He  presided  over  the  section  of 
Pathology  and  Bacteriology  at  the  meeting  of  the 
British  Medical  Association  in  1901,  and  gave  an 
address  on  “The  Infective  Diseases  prevalent  in  the 
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Army  of  South  Africa ; and  during  the  course  of  the 
autumn  was  nearly  able  to  complete  the  materials  for 
the  Croonian  Lectures  which  he  was  to  have  delivered 
last  year.  About  a year  ago  he  suffered  from  an 
attack  of  influenza^  followed  by  pleurisy,  which  was 
associated  with  tubercle,  and  left  London  for  Tun- 
bridge Wells,  where  he  died,  lamented  by  all  who 
knew  him,  on  June  20th. 


De.  John  Cujenow. 

John  Curnow  was  a Cornish  man,  being  born  at 
Towedneck,  near  Penzance,  in  1846  ; as  a youth  he 
was  a pupil  of  Dr.  Doige,  a leading  practitioner  in 
the  west  of  Cornwall.  When  about  eighteen  years 
of  age  he  came  to  London  and  gained  an  entrance 
scholarship  at  King’s  College  in  1864,  matriculating 
the  following'  year  at  the  University  of  London,  where 
he  had  a very  brilliant  university  career,  obtaining 
the  Grold  Medal  in  Anatomy  and  the  Exhibition  and 
Grold  Medal  in  Organic  Chemistry  and  Materia 
Medica  in  the  Intermediate  Examination,  and  the 
University  Scholarship  and  Grold  Medals  in  Medicine 
and  Obstetric  Medicine  in  1870,  when  he  took  his 
M.B.  degree.  He  passed  the  M.D.  Examination  in 
1871,  and  was  again  awarded  the  Grold  Medal.  He 
had  passed  the  Membership  Examination  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England  in  1868,  and 
had  been  appointed  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  at 
King’s  College  in  1870  under  Professor  Partridge — a 
post  that  he  held  till  he  succeeded  Mr.  Partridge  in 
the  professorial  chair  in  1873,  in  which  year  he  joined 
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our  College  as  a Member^  becoming  a Fellow  in  1878. 
In  1878  he  was  appointed  Assistant  Physician  at 
King’s  College  Hospital  and  full  Physician  in  1890. 

Dr.  Curnow  held  the  Professorship  of  Anatomy  at 
King’s  College  tor  twenty-three  years^  resigning  it  in 
1896^  when  he  accepted  the  Chair  of  Clinical  Medi- 
cine. It  is  an  unusual  combination  at  the  present 
time  for  a hospital  physician  to  hold  a chair  of 
anatomy.  As  a teacher  of  that  subject  Curnow  was 
remarkable  for  the  amount  of  labour  he  spent  with 
his  pupils  in  demonstration  and  practical  work^  and 
his  constant  attention  to  his  pupils  rendered  him 
very  successful.  He  wrote  several  important  anato- 
mical papers  : Yariation  in  the  Arrangement  of  the 

Extensor  Muscles  of  the  Forearm/’  “ Muscular  Irregu- 
larities/’ and  ^^Kotes  on  Irregularities  in  Muscular 
Nerves.” 

In  1883  he  undertook  the  post  of  Dean  of  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  King’s  College,  and  at  one  time 
took  a very  active  part  in  the  controversies  which 
arose  on  the  remodelling  of  the  London  University. 

Dr.  Curnow  never  attained  in  the  profession  or  .with 
the  public  the  position  that  his  brilliant  early  career 
gave  promise  of.  His  unconventional  habits  and  a 
somewhat  rough  manner  and  address  possibly  mili- 
tated against  his  success,  even  if  he  had  any  desire  to 
acquire  a large  practice.  He  never  married,  and  the 
absence  of  home  life,  with  its  duties,  cares,  and  plea- 
sures, may  also  have  tended  towards  rendering  him 
somewhat  regardless  of  the  amenities  of  social  life. 

For  more  than  twenty-five  years  he  was  on  the 
editorial  staff  of  the  Lancet,  but  latterly  his  communi- 
cations to  that  journal  became  infrequent;  he  con- 
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tributed  also  a few  articles  to  Quain^s  Dictionary  of 
Medicine,  and  wrote  also  a series  of  very  interesting 
articles  on  tbe  history  of  King’s  College  and  King’s 
College  Hospital^  which  appeared  in  the  Hospital 
Reports. 

A Cornish  man  by  birth  and  early  education^  he 
maintained  to  the  last  his  love  for  the  west  country, 
and  yearly  spent  his  summer  vacations  in  a visit  to 
Penzance  and  its  neighbourhood,  when  he  could 
indulge  in  his  favourite  amusement  of  sea  fishing. 

Dr.  Curnow’s  health  began  to  fail  in  the  summer  of 
last  year,  subsequently  to  an  attack  of  influenza.  On 
July  4th  he  went  round  his  wards  complaining  of  pain 
in  the  chest  due  to  the  onset  of  pneumonia,  and  died 
suddenly  from  syncope  on  the  following  morning. 


Dr.  Henry  Oldham. 

Henry  Oldham  had,  like  Drs.  Prior  and  Shapter, 
reached  so  advanced  an  age  that  but  few  of  our 
Fellows  had  personal  acquaintance  with  him.  It  is 
thirty-four  years  since  he  retired  from  the  post  of 
Physician- Accoucheur  to  Guy’s  Hospital,  and  although 
he  continued  in  practice  for  some  years  it  is  now 
nearly  twenty  years  since  he  withdrew  from  London 
life  and  settled  at  Boscombe,  Bournemouth.  Born  on 
January  31st,  1815,  at  Tooting,  he  had  almost 

completed  his  88th  year  when  he  died  on  December 
3rd ; he  was  the  third  son  of  Mr.  Adam  Oldham,  and 
studied  medicine  at  Guy’s  Hospital.  Through  the 
kindness  of  Sir  Samuel  Wilkes  and  Dr.  Horrocks  I am 
enabled  to  give  the  following  interesting  account  of 
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Ill’s  connection  with  Gny’s  Hospital,  and  some  of  the 
particulars  of  his  life.  Upon  the  resignation  of  Dr. 
Ashwell,  the  Treasurer  of  Guy^s  Hospital  proposed 
the  joint  appointment  of  Dr.  Lever,  who  had  the 
management  of  the  Lying-in  Charity  and  was  a good 
practical  obstetrician,  and  of  Mr.  Oldham,  who  had 
been  working  at  physiology  by  means  of  coloured 
injections  and  the  use  of  the  microscope  then  recently 
purchased  for  the  use  of  the  School,  to  the  Lecture- 
ship of  Midwifery;  Oldham  had  specially  worked  at 
the  subject  of  development,  and  had  a series  of 
specimens  of  the  growth  of  the  chick  and  the  egg. 
The  Treasurers  proposal  was  carried  out,  and  thus  the 
course  of  instruction  at  Guy^s  Hospital  consisted  for 
the  first  time  of  a practical  portion,  and  a portion 
devoted  to  the  subject  of  development. 

Dr.  Oldham  commenced  practice  in  Finsbury 
Square,  and  after  remaining  there  some  years  removed 
to  Cavendish  Place,  where  he  resided  until  his  retire- 
ment from  town  in  1884.  He  became  a Fellow  of  our 
College  in  1857,  having  previously  obtained  the 
desfree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  at  St.  Andrews.  Dr. 
Oldham  was  a man  of  fine  presence.  Dr.  Addison  once 
remarking  as  he  walked  through  the  colonnade  at 
Guy^s,  What  a handsome  man  Oldham  is  ! ” 

The  few  who  remember  OldhanFs  lectures  all  bear 
witness  to  his  excellence  as  a lecturer  and  the  power 
of  teaching  that  he  possessed.  His  style  was  some- 
what dramatic,  but  his  matter  was  excellent,  and  his 
histrionic  style  not  only  served  to  attract  the  students, 
but  also  to  impress  his  teaching  on  their  memory. 
He  endeavoured  to  pursue  scientific  rather  than 
popular  medicine,  and  for  a time  prided  himself  on 
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two  subjects  in  wbich  lie  tliouglit  lie  liad  shown 
originality  : one  he  called  missed  labour/^  ineaning 
that  labour  might  not  occur  at  the  end  of  preg- 
nancy;^^ the  other  a theory  regarding  the  cause  of 
menstruation.  To  the  first  theory  of  missed  labour 
he  was  led  by  observing  the  case  of  a woman  in  whom 
most  of  the  symptoms  of  pregnancy  had  occurred  but 
terminated  in  nothing.  Many  years  afterwards  he 
made  the  post-mortem  and  found  a mummified  foetus 
in  the  uterus  ; from  this  he  conceived  the  idea  that 
occasionally,  from  some  unknown  cause,  the  stimulus 
to  expel  the  foetus  might  be  wanting,  and  that  it 
Avould  remain  and  mummify.  When  this  museum 
specimen  ivas  examined  at  a later  date  it  ivas  thought 
to  be  an  interstitial  pregnancy  commencing  near  the 
opening  of  the  Fallopian  tube. 

His  second  theory,  that  nienstruation  ivas  due  to 
the  periodic  excitation  of  the  OA^ary,  he  thought  he 
liad  proved  by  the  following  somewhat  remarkable 
case.  A young  Avonian  consulted  him  because  the 
catamenia  had  never  appeared.  On  examination  he 
found  that  the  uterus  was  altogether  wanting,  and 
that  in  each  groin  was  a roundish  body  which  he 
believed  represented  the  ovaries.  The  niammge,  hair, 
and  general  configuration  of  the  body  was  altogether 
feminine,  and  the  patient  described  to  him  what  he 
regarded  as  the  menstrual  molimina.  He  requested 
her  to  call  again  at  one  of  these  times,  and  he  then 
described  these  rounded  bodies  in  the  gToins  as 
swollen  and  tender.  These  interesting  observations 
caused  him  to  write  a description  of  the  case,  which 
he  placed  before  the  Hoyal  Society  in  1856,  and  an 
account  appeared  also  in  the  Lancet.  The  patient 
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subsequently  married^  and  died  of  consumption  witliin 
a few  years.  A ]^ost-mortem  was  made  by  tlie  hospital 
dissector^  and  the  inguinal  bodies  were  brought  to  Sir 
Samuel  Wilkes  for  examination.  They  proved  to  be 
testicles.  No  account  of  the  sequel  has  been  pub- 
lished^ but  since  Dr.  Oldham^s  death  Sir  Samuel 
Wilkes  has  made  the  facts  known. 

Dr.  Oldham  did  not  leave  many  writings  behind 
hinq  notwithstanding  the  leading  position  he  held  in 
the  gynaecological  world  for  many  years.  Besides  the 
above  case  reported  to  the  Royal  Society^  he  con- 
tributed a few  papers  to  the  Transactions  of  the 
Obstetrical  Society,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
original  Trustees  and  Vice-President,  and  subsequently 
Treasurer  and  President. 

Dr.  Oldham  married  in  1838,  and  left  at  his  death 
two  daughters,  both  married,  and  one  son,  Col.  Sir 
Henry  Oldham,  Lieutenant  of  the  Hon.  Corps  of 
Gentlemen  of  Arms.  Dr.  Oldham  up  to  the  end  of  his 
life  was  of  active  habits,  a great  walker,  and 
remarkably  abstemious.  For  the  last  fifteen  years  of 
his  life  he  took  no  meat  or  fish,  his  diet  consisting  of 
an  egg,  milk  puddings,  bread  and  butter,  with  tea, 
coffee,  or  cocoa.  One  cigar  after  breakfast  he  allowed 
himself  almost  to  the  last. 

The  very  large  fortune  he  left  of  upwards  of  a 
quarter  of  a million  was  the  result  of  judicious  invest- 
ments rather  than  of  professional  gains. 


De.  Thomas  Shaptee. 

Thomas  Shapter  was  born  at  Gibraltar  in  1809, 


PRESIDENTIAL  ADDRESS. 


33 


being  the  son  of  Thomas  Shapter,  of  the  57th  Regi- 
ment of  Foot.  I have  been  unable  to  ascertain  where 
he  obtained  his  early  education^  but  he  studied 
medicine  at  Edinburgh_,  where  he  obtained  his 
doctor’s  degree  in  1831,  and  was  made  an  Honorary 
LL.D.  of  that  University  in  1875.  He  practised  in 
Exeter,  and  was  appointed  Physician  to  the  Devon 
and  Exeter  Hospital,  and  obtained  the  Fellowship  of 
our  College  in  1859.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Blackall  and  niece  of  Dr.  John 
Blackall,  whose  portrait  we  have  in  the  College. 
Dr.  Blackall,  at  the  time  of  Dr.  Shapter’s  marriage, 
had  a very  large  consulting  practice  in  Exeter  and 
the  West  of  England.  Dr.  Shapter  himself  was 
almost  equally  successful  in  practice,  and  was  as  well 
known  in  the  surrounding  counties  as  in  the  city 
of  Exeter.  During*  the  outbreak  of  the  cholera  in 
1832  he  rendered  most  valuable  assistance  in  fighting 
the  disease,  and  then  and  afterwards  took  much 
interest  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city.  For 
his  services  during  the  epidemic  he  was  presented  by 
the  Grovernors  of  the  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital  and 
the  Gruardians  of  the  city  with  an  address  in  testi- 
mony of  the  promptitude,  skill,  and  eminent 
ability  ” he  had  shown,  and  as  a mark  of  the  high 
respect  and  esteem  ” felt  for  him  by  the  Governors 
of  the  Hospital  and  the  citizens.  In  1847  he  filled 
the  office  of  Mayor,  and  in  that  position  he  was  able 
to  do  much  in  furthering  the  sanitary  reforms  he  had 
advocated. 

Dr.  Shapter  was  the  author  of  various  works.  He 
wrote  The  History  of  the  Cholera  at  Exeter,  and  also 
a paper  on  The  Occurrence  of  Scurvy  at  Exeter ; ” 
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Medica  Sacra,  a work  dealing  with  tlie  diseases  men- 
tioned in  tlie  Scriptures ; The  Climate  of  Exeter  and 
Devon,  a book  wliicli  had  an  extensive  circnlation ; 
Diseases  of  the  Heart,  published  in  1874;  and 
Retrospective  Address  on  Medicine/^  which  was  pub- 
lished in  vol.  xii  of  The  Provincial  Medical  Transac- 
tions. On  his  retirement  from  active  medical  practice 
he  was  succeeded  by  his  soip  Dr.  Louis  Shapter,  who 
predeceased  him  in  1890.  For  some  years  before 
his  death  he  had  resided  in  London^  and  died  on 
November  29th  and  was  buried  in  the  Shapter  vault 
at  Highgate  Cemetery. 


Dr.  Richard  Chandler  Alexander  Prior. 

Dr.  Prior,  who  died  on  December  5th,  at  York 
Terrace,  RegenPs  Park,  in  the  94th  year  of  his  age, 
was  for  many  years  the  senior  Fellow  of  the  College, 
although  he  was  not  the  oldest  in  age  of  our  Fellows. 
He  was  the  son  of  Richard  Haward  Alexander,  a 
medical  practitioner  at  Corsham,  Wiltshire,  and  his 
family  had  been  for  many  generations  landowners 
and  professional  men  in  the  county.  His  mother  was 
a Miss  Prior,  daughter  of  Greorge  Prior,  Esq.,  a 
wealthy  Turkey  merchant  of  Sydenham,  and  Halse, 
Somerset.  At  the  early  age  of  six  he  was  sent  to  a 
school  at  Marlborough  kept  by  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Lawes, 
and  at  thirteen  to  the  Charterhouse,  whence  he 
proceeded  to  Wadham  College,  Oxford,  when  seven- 
teen years  old. 

Dr.  Alexander  graduated  in  arts  in  1830,  and  came 
up  to  London  the  same  year  and  began  his  studies 
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at  Mayo’s  School  of  Anatomy,  in  Grreat  Windmill 
Street,  and  attended  Faraday^s  Lectures.  The  follow- 
ing year  he  entered  as  a medical  student  at  St. 
George^s  Hospital,  and  had  an  attack  of  typhus  fever 
in  the  winter,  and  found  his  health  so  had  that  in  the 
following  year  he  went  abroad,  spending  the  spring 
and  summer  in  Belgium  and  at  Weimar,  and  the 
autumn  and  winter  in  medical  study  at  Berlin. 
Returning  to  England  in  1837,  he  resumed  his 
attendance  on  the  practice  of  St.  George^s  Hospital, 
where  he  attended  Dr.  DicksoiFs  Lectures  on  Botany, 
to  which  Dr.  Alexander  used  to  refer  as  being  the 
source  of  his  greatest  happiness  in  his  subsequent 
life.  He  passed  the  Medical  Session  of  1834  in  Edin- 
burgh, and  took  his  M.B.  degree  at  Oxford  in  1835, 
settling  in  Bath  the  following  year.  At  Bath  he 
suffered  so  much  in  health  from  sore  throat  and  con- 
stant indisposition  that  he  left  just  before  an  out- 
break of  malignant  fever  in  the  street  in  which  he 
had  lived,  and  upon  leaving  Bath  he  settled  at  Chip- 
penham in  1838,  becoming  a Fellow  of  our  College  in 
1840. 

In  the  spring  of  1841  he  left  Chippenham,  aban- 
doning the  practice  of  his  profession  for  ever,  and 
devoting  himself  almost  entirely  to  the  study  of 
botany  and  the  collection  of  specimens.  He  passed 
three  years  in  Gratz,  making  a very  complete  collec- 
tion of  the  plants  of  Styria,  and  from  thence  pro- 
ceeded to  Dalmatia,  not  returning  to  England  till 
1844,  and  in  the  autumn  of  that  year  went  to  Italy 
and  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  leading  botanists 
of  that  country,  Gussone  and  Tineo. 

When  returning  the  following  year  he  was  laid  up 
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at  Cliambery  with  dysentery.  After  a short  stay  in 
England  he  started  for  the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope,  and 
spent  two  years  in  Cape  Colony,  during  which  time  he 
made  an  ox- waggon  journey  over  the  Karroo,  which 
appears  to  have  made  a great  impression  on  his  mind, 
for  he  states  in  some  autobiographical  notes  left 
behind  him  that  for  several  years  he  was  in  “ the 
singular  habit  of  connecting  all  noises  that  he  heard 
in  his  sleep  with  the  cries  of  the  animals  of  that 
desert. Dr.  Alexander  next  visited  the  United 
State, s (1849),  Jamaica,  and  Canada,  returning  home 
in  1850  and  taking  a house  at  Hammersmith,  in 
which  he  remained  for  eight  years,  during  which 
time  he  made  occasional  trips  to  Germany,  France, 
Italy,  Denmark,  and  Norway. 

At  this  period  of  his  life,  and  subsequently. 
Dr.  Alexander  devoted  himself  more  to  literature 
than  botany,  finding  that  after  a rambling  life  in 
quest  of  plants  it  was  irksome  to  work  them  up  from 
cabinet  specimens. 

In  1849  his  maternal  uncle  died,  leaving  to 
Dr.  Alexander  his  landed  property  at  Halse,  in 
Somersetshire,  with  the  request  that  he  would 
assume  the  name  of  Prior. 

From  this  time  Dr.  Prior  led  a life  of  cultured  ' 
leisure  for  upwards  of  forty  years,  spending  the 
summer  months  at  his  country  seat  of  Halse,  Bishop’s 
Lydeard,  near  Taunton,  and  devoting  himself  to 
antiquarian  research  and  croquet.  The  six  winter 
months  he  was  in  the  habit  of  passing  in  York 
Terrace,  Regent’s  Park,  occupying  himself  in  literary 
work.  His  principal  writings  are  Ancient  Danish 
Ballads,  published  in  1860  in  three  volumes,  and 
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Popular  Names  of  British  Plants,  published  in  1863^ 
and  a second  edition  in  1871.  In  addition  to  these 
he  published  various  other  works  of  a more  or  less 
ephemeral  character,  the  best  known  being  a book  on 
croquet,  to  which  amusement  he  was  much  addicted. 
On  the  day  of  his  birth,  March  6th,  1809,  Dr.  William 
Sainsbury  drew  his  horoscope  ; it  has  been  preserved, 
and  is,  I should  imagine,  one  of  the  last  to  be  drawn 
by  a physician  for  educated  persons. 

Dr.  Prior  was  never  married,  and  throughout  his 
life  was  of  abstemious  habits ; he  did  not  smoke,  and 
seldom  drank  wine  or  spirits.  His  mothePs  family 
were  remarkable  for  longevity.  Gleorge  Prior,  her 
father,  lived  to  ninety-three,  Mrs.  Alexander  to 
ninety-six.  Dr.  Prior’s  sister  to  eig’hty-six,  and  very 
many  of  the  family,  who  are  buried  in  West  Somerset, 
seem  to  have  attained  great  ages.  One  of  the  first 
events  of  his  life  that  he  was  able  to  remember  was 
the  rejoicings  that  took  place  at  Corsham  when 
Napoleon  was  sent  to  Elba. 

It  is  over  sixty  years  since  Dr.  Prior,  to  use  his 
own  words,  abandoned  medicine  for  ever,  so  that  he 
was  scarcely  one  of  us,  and  was  almost  unknown  to 
the  College,  but  his  scholarly  tastes  and  cultured 
leisure  made  him  a very  fit  representative  of  that 
portion  of  the  profession  which  is  not  engaged  in 
active  medical  practice. 


Dr.  Samuel  Fenwick. 

Samuel  Fenwick  was  born  at  Earsden  House,  near 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  in  the  year  1821.  His  family  was 
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a branch  of  the  very  old  Northumberland  family  of 
the  Fenwicks,  who  have  taken  for  many  centuries  an 
important  part  in  the  history  of  that  county.  His 
father  having'  had  the  misfortune  to  suffer  heavy 
losses,  it  became  necessary  for  his  children  at  an  early 
age  to  be  put  in  the  Avay  of  gaining  their  livelihoods, 
and  at  fourteen  years  of  age  Samuel  Fenwick  was 
apprenticed  to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Newcastle,  and  as 
soon  as  he  had  attained  the  necessary  age  passed  the 
Membership  Examination  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  of  England.  He  commenced  practice  at 
North  Shields,  and  in  1846  took  the  M.D.  degree 
of  the  University  of  St.  Andrews,  and  soon  after 
published  The  Nature  and  Prevention  of  Disease, 
and  Certain  Affections  of  the  Throat  of  a Chronic 
Character  ; these  attracted  some  attention,  and  doubt- 
less assisted  him  in  obtaining  the  post  of  Lecturer  of 
Pathology  at  the  Durham  School  of  Medicine.  As 
his  practice  increased  he  opened  consulting  rooms  in 
Newcastle,  and  .rapidly  became  well  known  both  to 
the  public  and  to  the  profession  as  a thoroughly  good 
physician. 

In  1889  the  University  of  Durham  conferred  on 
him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  Honoris 
Causa,^^  in  recognition  of  the  value  his  services  had 
been  to  the  Medical  School  of  the  University. 

Circumstances  arose  in  1862  which  led  to  his  wish- 
ing to  leave  Newcastle,  and  he  passed  the  Member- 
ship of  our  College  and  commenced  practice  in 
Harley  Street,  and  shortly  afterwards  was  appointed 
Assistant  Physician  to  the  Hospital  for  Diseases  of 
the  Chest,  Victoria  Park,  and  a little  later  to  the 
London  Hospital,  to  which  he  remained  attached  for 
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the  rest  of  his  life^  becoming  full  Physician  in  1879 
and  Consulting  Physician  in  1896.  In  the  School  of 
the  London  Hospital  he  filled  successively  the  posts 
of  Lecturer  on  Physiology  and  Medicine,  and  his 
value  as  a clinical  teacher  was  greatly  appreciated. 
Himself  a sufferer  during  his  long'  life  from  indiges- 
tion, he  turned  his  attention  especially  to  the 
physiology  of  the  stomach  and  its  disorders,  and 
came  to  be  looked  upon  as  a specialist;  but  as  a 
hospital  physician  his  demonstrations  of  disease  and 
clinical  teaching  were  equally  valuable  in  the  whole 
range  of  medicine.  His  Student’s  Guide  to  Medical 
Diagnosis  had  an  almost  unprecedented  success,  and 
has  been  translated  into  many  languages.  His  other 
writings  'are  almost  entirely  confined  to  morbid  con- 
ditions of  the  stomach  and  the  digestive  organs ; 
in  conjunction  with  his  son,  Dr.  William  Soltau 
Fenwick,  he  published  in  the  year  of  his  death  a 
valuable  and  elaborate  volume  on  Cancer  and  other 
Tumours  of  the  Stomach.  Dr.  Fenwick  became  a 
Fellow  of  our  College  in  1870;  he  was  a Fellow  of 
the  Pathological  and  of  the  Royal  Medical  and 
Chirurgical  Societies,  and  to  the  Transactions  of  the 
last-named  he  contributed  three  papers. 

The  cause  of  his  death  Avas  an  atheromatous 
degeneration  of  the  aortic  valves  leading  to  cardiac 
failure  ; he  died  at  his  house  in  Harley  Street  on 
December  11th,  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-two. 
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